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Climate Change and Carbon Reduction Annual 
Statement 

This report summarises the content and context of South Kesteven District Council’s first annual 
Climate Change and Carbon Reduction Statement. 

 

Report Author 

Serena Brown, Sustainability and Climate Change Officer 

Tel:  01476 406125 

Email:  Serena.Brown@southkesteven.gov.uk 

 

Corporate Priority: Decision type: Wards: 

Agility Non-Key All Wards 

 

Reviewed by: Ben Russell, Performance Lead 15 October 2020 

Approved by: Gary Smith, Strategic Director, Commercial and 
Operations 

15 October 2020 

Signed off by: Councillor Dr Peter Moseley, Cabinet Member for 
Commercial and Operations 

16 October 2020 

 

Recommendation (s) to the decision maker (s) 

1. Note the content of the annual statement and progress achieved in the last 12 
months in South Kesteven District Council’s local response to climate change. 

2. Approve the Climate Change and Carbon Reduction Annual Statement to be 
published and shared. 

3. Recommend how to further promote the document throughout South Kesteven 
District Council and its residents as part of the Council’s climate change work. 

 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Meeting%20agenda%20@southkesteven
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1
http://facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/mgWhatsNew.aspx?bcr=1


 

 
 

1 The Background to the Report 

1.1 South Kesteven District Council declared a Climate Emergency on 26 September 2019, 

alongside announcing the political ambition to reduce the organisation’s carbon footprint by 

at least 30% by 2030 and to endeavour to become net-zero carbon as soon as viable, before 

2050.  

1.2 As part of the Council’s work on climate change, an annual statement has been authored 

which sets out key activities, achievements and challenges within the last year. Projects to 

date, detailed within the climate change statement, have addressed climate change through 

energy use, low carbon transportation, the role of decision making, and improvement of 

biodiversity in the district.  

1.3 It is expected that by publishing an annual statement detailing the Council’s work around 

the topic of climate change, this will continue to increase public engagement with the topic, 

increase transparency of actions that are being pursued, help to track progress against the 

Council’s carbon reduction targets and highlight carbon emissions from the wider district of 

South Kesteven and opportunities to tackle climate change at a local level. 

1.4 The climate change statement includes the following: 

• Foreword and introduction 

• Overview of the Council’s carbon emissions and breakdown of emission categories 

• Expected implications of the COVID-19 pandemic on the Council’s direct carbon 
emissions and wider considerations 

• Activities taken place in the last 12 months relating to climate change, and planned 
actions for the next year 

• Six case studies of projects across Council operations 

• Overview of district wide emissions of South Kesteven, and breakdown of emission 
categories 

• Climate change activity at the national level, and their context for South Kesteven 

2 Consultation and Feedback Received, Including Overview and Scrutiny 

2.1 The provisional content for the annual statement was discussed at the Environment 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 6 October 2020. Feedback from the discussion 

included the following suggestions: 

• Carbon emission categories should include a further breakdown than the overall total. 

• Wholly owned companies should be included in carbon emissions reporting: it was 
confirmed that they are as per the text of the climate emergency declaration. 

• Progress in Planning policy be included in the annual statement. 

• Benchmarking against others be used where possible. 

2.2 Feedback from the discussion also included that an emerging draft of the annual statement 

be shared electronically with Members of Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

as soon as it is available, and that an annual statement for 2021 be added to the work plan 

for the Committee. 

 

http://moderngovsvr:8080/mgAi.aspx?ID=23422
http://moderngovsvr:8080/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=630&MId=4029


 

 
 

3 Available Options Considered 

3.1 The Council does not currently have a legal obligation to report on carbon emissions, or to 

share an update on work addressing climate change. The Council could choose not to 

publish the document. This would reduce the transparency of actions the Council is 

undertaking to address climate change. 

4 Preferred Option 

4.1 To publish the Climate Change and Carbon Reduction Annual Statement and to suggest 

and recommend which further audiences  may be interested in the document. 

5 Reasons for the Recommendation (s) 

5.1 The Climate Change and Carbon Reduction Annual Statement sets out key issues for South 

Kesteven District Council to consider as it seeks to tackle climate change at a local level, 

including its own contribution to climate change in the form of carbon emissions from its own 

operations, as well as the distribution of carbon emissions throughout the wider district. The 

statement also addresses the role of biodiversity and measures taken to improve habitat 

provision in the district. This understanding is central to the informed decision making 

around climate change.  

6 Next Steps – Communication and Implementation of the Decision 

6.1 If the Climate Change and Carbon Reduction Annual Statement is accepted in its current 

format, Cabinet is asked to recommend how to further promote the document throughout 

the Council and to residents. 

7 Financial Implications  

7.1 The climate change statement has no direct financial implications. The statement details 

further work that is expected to be completed in the next 12-month period, some of which 

may require budgetary allocations to support their delivery.  Any budgetary proposals will 

be considered in the context of affordability and the Medium Term Financial Plan. 

Financial Implications reviewed by: Richard Wyles, Interim of Finance 

8 Legal and Governance Implications  

8.1 There is no current legal obligation to report on carbon emissions, or to share an update on 

work addressing climate change.  Accordingly, there are no specific legal or governance 

implications. 

Legal Implications reviewed by: Shelley Hardy, Legal Services 

9 Equality and Safeguarding Implications  

9.1 No implications identified at this stage. 

10 Risk and Mitigation 

10.1 There is the risk that not all the projects outlined within the statement will be delivered within 

the next 12-month period. That risk is managed independently for each project and 

responsibility for delivery of actions shared across Council services. It is, therefore, 

expected that the risk of not delivering these elements is minimal. 

 



 

 
 

11 Community Safety Implications  

11.1 No implications identified at this stage. 

12 How will the recommendations support South Kesteven District 

Council’s declaration of a climate emergency? 

12.1 The climate change statement sets out progress to date since the Council’s formal 

declaration of climate emergency, alongside the key challenges to consider. This will 

increase awareness of climate change work across the Council and help to embed 

behaviours and attitudes to deliver carbon reduction across service areas. 

13 Background Papers 

13.1 Meeting of Council, 26 September 2019 (item 51) - 

http://moderngovsvr:8080/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=261&MID=3770#AI23422  

13.2 Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 6 October 2020 (item 7) - 

http://moderngovsvr:8080/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=630&MId=4029 

14 Appendices 

14.1 Appendix 1: Climate Change and Carbon Reduction Annual Statement. 

 

 

Report Timeline:  Date of Publication on Forward Plan (if 
required) 

14 September 2020 

Previously Considered by: Environment 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

6 October 2020 

Final Decision date   3 November 2020 

 

http://moderngovsvr:8080/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=261&MID=3770#AI23422
http://moderngovsvr:8080/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=630&MId=4029

